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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT

WASHINGTON, D.C.

August 20
2:45 p.m.

Mr. Hartmann:

Stan Scott brought this by. Said
this was the final information on the Meeting
with Congressional Black Caucus tomorrow.

Wanted your suggestions as to whether
someone should be added or deleted under
"B. Participants"

When Mr. Scott called yesterday wanting
to see you, you said not until Tuesday after-
noon. I told Mr. Scott we would call him
when you could see him.

Neta










































Al2 Tuesday, August 13,1974 THE WASHINGTON POST

New White House Mood Seen -

Ford to Meet With Black Caucus

,ﬁ By Mary’Russell 3 President Nixon. The re- called him at the Cannon
.'!wuhm::on Post Staff writer ~ ‘Quest was ignored for al- Building yesterd'f\y morning,
! Bresident Ford nhoned the most a year, until caucus began by thanking Rangel
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BACKGROUND

In August of 1973, the Cabinet Committee on Opportunities
for Spanish Speaking People was approached by Congressman
Charles B. Rangel of New York City with the idea of holding
a Federal Funding Seminar in East Harlem, a predominantly
Spanish speaking érea of New York City. The Cabinet
Committee was quite interested, and it agreed to co-sponsor
the Seminar and to design and coordinate it in conjunction

with Congressman Rangel's office.

On November 10, 1973 the Cabinet Committee on Opportunities
for Spanish Speaking People, in conjunction with Congressﬁan
Charleé B. Rangel, co-sponsored a Federal Funding Seminar
~designed specifically for East Harlem. This is a report

of that Seminar.




INTRODUCTION

Within New York City there is a sizeable Spanish speaking
community, numbering more than one million persons. One

of the largest segments is in East Harlem.

‘During the past year there have been various changes in
the Federal government which have affected minority commu-
nities throughout tﬁe country, Of major importance was
the decision to discontinue the Office of Economic Oppor-
tunity, which deals primarily with local minority community
groups. Revenue zharing has come into being, and there is
now what is known as "The New Federalism." These changes
have created certain needs within commﬁnities, such as:

a) information regarding the Federal resources
available which could be utilized to support
community projects;

b) lines of communication with Federal agencies;
and,

c) information on the changes within the Federal

government and its new structure.

Congressman Charles Rangel, Representative from New York's
19th Congressional District, which includes East Harlem,
has been concerned with the numerous requests for information

stemming from these needs. In hopes of finding a solution,




the Congressman met with the Executive Director of the
Cabinet Committee on Opportunities for Spanish Speaking
People, Mr. Reynaldo P. Maduro, and discussed the possibility
of holding a Federal Funding Seminar specifically for the
residents of Fast Harlem. The idea of bringing Federal
representatives into East Harlem and giving the community

the opportunity to present and discuss its needs and

concerns with them personally was a good one, and Mr. Maduro

agreed to co-sponsor and coordinate the Seminar.

. The Seminar was held in New York. The program inéluded
presentations from members of various governmental agencies
in the morning, and concurrent panel-workshops in the
afternoon. The conference ﬁook’place 6n November IQ, 1973

at P. S. 83, at 109th Street in East Harlem.

>We would like to thank the following for their assistance
and cooperation in helping make the Seminar a success:

the East Harlem Community Corporatién, which was of great
assistance in helping coordinate activities in Fast Harlem;
Mr. Joseph Pacheco, Principal of P. S. 83; and Mr. Victor
Suarez of Schaefer Brewing Company, which sponsofed a

typical Puerto Rican luncheon for all participants.




HIGHLIGHTS OF PROCEEDINGS

Saturdav, November 10, 1973

9:00 AM to 10:00 AM Registration and Coffee Hour

10:00 AM to 12:30 PM General Assembly

Congressman Charles Rangel hosted the morning session.

He presented the background information on the conference
and the day's schedule. The Congressman stated his great
concern for the people of East Harlem and vowed that this
was only the beginning of his efforts to assist the people
of E1 Barrio in getting the assistance from Washington
necessary to develop and fund programs neéded by the East

Harlem community.

1The welcoming and opening remarks were presented by Mr.
Reynaldo P. Maduro, Executive Director of the Cabinet
Committee on Opportunities for Spaﬁish Speaking People,
which is composed of members from the following agencies:
Agriculture, Commerce, Labor, Health, Education and Welfare,
Housing and Urban Development, Treasury, Justice; Office of
Economic Opportunity, Small Business Administration, Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission, énd the Civil Service
Commission. Legislation has been introduced and passed

within the House of Representatives (HR 10397) to enlarge




upon the membership body with the addition of the Depart-
ments of Transportation and Defense, and the Veterans
Administration. The Cabinet Committee's primary function
is that of advisor to the public and private sectors to
assure that programs and services are reaching the Spanish
speaking throughout the country. As a result of its

close relationship with the public sector (Federal Govern-
ment), the Cabinet Committee has conducted comprehensive
studies in the areas of economic development, employment,
education and program delivery directed to the Spanish
speaking. It has entered into various co-ventures with
the Civil Sexvice Commission and the Social Security Admin-
istration in order to increase the number of Spanish
speaking employees of the Federal government. In the area
of economic development, it has fostered seminars and the
Vestablishment of ten MESBIC's throughout the country. In
the area of education, the Cabinet Committee, through
position papers and private conversétions, has endeavored
to improve upon the government's position on bilingual/
bicultural education. During Fiscal Year 1974 the CaBinet
Committeé will continue to fulfill its statutory’responsi—

bility as previously stated.

In co-sponsoring this Seminar, it is the Cabinet Committee's
hope that it is assisting to build the lines of communication

between Washington and thé people of East Harlem.
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Mr. Alex Becerra, Coordinator of Spanish Speaking Programs
at the Department of Housing and Urban Development, was
the first guest speaker of the day. Mr. Becerra, newly
appointed at HUD, emphasized that he was looking forward
to implementing the functions of his newly created office.
He spoke of the agency's need to meet with those it serves
throughout the nation. HUD has designed, and is scheduled
to hold, seminars throughout the country, at which there
will be presentations and workshops in all areas in which
HUD is involved. The New York Seminar is scheduled for
November 28 through December 1 at the Biltmore Hotel, and
all interested community groups and individuals are

invited to attend.

‘Mr. Becerra, aware'of the fact that civil rights and eq@al
'employment opportunity at HUD are of major concern to the
East Harlem community, stated that Mr. Michael Colon,
Assistant Regional Administrator for Equal Employment
Opportunity, Region II, HUD, was aware of the community's
needs, and that he wants to set up a special seminar

with his staff and the Spanish speaking in New York.

Mr. Becerra briefly outlined the programs HUD presently
has and the reality of its budget constraints, He said
that if anyone need contact him, he may be reached at the

following address:

|0



Mr. Alex Becerra

Coordinator of Spanish Speaking Programs
Department of Housing and Urban Development
451 7th Street, SW

Washington, D.C.

202-755-5974

The second guest speaker was Mr. Newton Downing, Regional

Director, Region II, of the Office of Minority Business
Enterprise, Mr. Downing opened his presentation by

emphasizing that it is important to understand how OMBE's

programs are developed and what they are trying to accomplish.

"The business of developing programs is just as much a

part of the movement to achieve social justice as any
other." Business, he believes, is similar in many respects
to a game: there are special rules and frinciplesAwhich

businessmen must abide by. '"If we try to judge what happens

in business without being aware of these special rules and

principles, we can jump to a lot of conclusions which can
be very wrong.'' He believes that the basic rule of business

is, "one must earn profit.”

Mr. Downing then spoke about OMBE. The agency's main job
is to provide management and technical assistanée to
minority business through organizations which it funds,
such as the National Economic Development Association

and the Puerto Rican Forum,






































































































